on the 'Evaluation of the Caloric Test' and 'The Parallel Swing Test' does he show this, but also in the discussion after Dr Francis Fodor's contribution on electronystagmography. Here Jongkees produces a simple, illuminating and warning analogy of the difficulties of instrument flying to the early aviators.
Dr William F House shows a film of the surgical removal of VIII nerve tumours by the translabyrinthine approach. He reports no deaths in a series of 45 cases, and a ninety per cent success in the preservation of normal facial nerve function. This is a remarkable achievement and testifies not only to House's personal skill, and his application to this work, but indicates a national difference in the presentation of these tumours. It is rare for an VIII nerve tumour to present in this country at the early stage which House would consider suitable for his operation. BRIAN This book fills an important gap for the clinical neurologist as well as for the neuropathologist in presenting a detailed and up-to-date account of fungal infections of the central nervous system. Chapters are devoted to actinomycosis, aspergillosis, histoplasmosis and many other infections, each chapter containing a comprehensive bibliography. The illustrations are of superb quality, and, as there are more than 150 of them, the relatively high price of the book is not surprising.
The authors are to be congratulated on bringing together so much fascinating clinical and pathological material. The second edition of Dr Schrire's book is a welcome arrival as it has brought up to date a book virtually indispensable to anyone who aspires to a knowledge of cardiology. Plainly, an extensive clinical experience and teaching ability are combined with a forthright style of writing and it is logical to ask how the result has been so successful. The answer may be threefold: firstly, this is the work of one author, so continuity is assured; secondly, a somewhat dogmatic, albeit refreshing, view of controversial subjects is occasionally expressed; lastly, the text is not interspersed with referencesthese are sensibly collected at the end of the volume for the enquiring reader, so ensuring a narrative style.
Dr Schrire begins with the basic descriptions of history taking and physical signs and these form a firm basis for the chapters on systemic cardiology that follow. It is commendable that in a book of this nature, in which clinical detail is emphasized throughout, the writer does not spend time on complicated techniques but rather describes their practical application. Treatment is concisely outlined and the indications for the various forms of cardiac surgery are particularly well discussed. Illustrations are numerous and of a very high standard. Some minor criticisms may be levelled at the various classifications Dr Schrire employs: it would be simpler to have four grades, and not six, describing the intensity of murmurs; posterior infarction would be better described as inferior infarction; and the classification of myocarditis is somewhat difficult to follow. All measurements should now be in the metric system, the serum hydroxybutyrate dehydrogenase is not mentioned in the diagnosis of myocardial infarction and the description of DC reversion utilizes a rather higher initial energy level than is generally accepted. Nevertheless, this book is a model of its kind. Army 1966 This book is a further volume of the Official History of the Medical Department of the United States Army in World War II, an enormous work of more than thirty volumes. This volume is a multi-author work, all the authors and contributors being radiologists or technicians who worked as such in army units in the war. Some of the material is derived from official documents but a great deal was contributed by individuals, often long after the events described. It is written with considerable candour, mistaken planning and failure of organization or apparatus being included, where appropriate, among the successes.
The book is divided into six parts, one for each geographical area of operations, followed by a seventh section concerned with radiological aspects of the development and employment of the atomic bomb. The multiplicity of authors has led to a great deal of overlap of facts and opinions, which has been deliberately accepted by the general editor to preserve the directness and authenticity of each part.
